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Format: Mini-DV with 35MM lens

Length: 8 min.

Genres: Family, Drama, Educational, Romance, Nature, Avant-garde, Coming of Age, Independent, Environmental, Art, Spiritual

Language: English

Production Company: Stella’s Chief

Synopsis

[image: image1.jpg]SHORT
FILM



“What we do today affects the world seven generations from today,” says the Indian shaman as he sets out to change the course of history by bringing together a young man and woman from different tribes, thus avoiding war and creating peace through love. 
“I have seen the future, and the future is destructive, unless we change it today,” he says just before dawn. He then sets about intentionally co-creating with spirit to create the tomorrow of his dreams. 
Adapted from the novel, The Other Side Of Now, by director Kenneth L. Feinberg.

Cast & Crew

	Filmmakers



	Directed by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	Written by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	Executive Produced by
	Nalini Sharma

	Produced by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	Associate Producer
	Heather Rosenheck

	Director of Photography
	Dan McCain

	Editor
	Matthew Cornwell

	Music by
	Douglas Spotted Eagle

	Casting by
	Carletta S. Hurt

	AD/Script Supervisor
	Kathy Delgado

	Key Grip
	John Morrow

	Costumes/Makeup
	Davee Troublefield

	Makeup
	Renee Locher

	Wigs
	Monty Schuth


	Cast



	Kahiga
	KOSTA POULOS 

	Lila
	NALINI SHARMA 

	The Shaman
	RANDY RANDOLPH 


Stills

High-resolution still photos and captions are available at www.7generationsfilm.com.

Production Notes

Seven Generations began as a demo reel for actress Nalini Sharma in 2006. Sharma knew Feinberg’s work and approached him about producing and directing her actor’s demo reel. She was also willing to finance the project. 

But the script for Seven Generations actually began with a novel Feinberg wrote after Sept. 11, 2001. Feinberg explains: “I was in LA and I had signed up for this writer’s retreat in Sedona, when 911 came. I was going to cancel, but then I decided to go. So I was in Sedona, Arizona the weekend after 911, which was a great place to be. I went there with an idea for a short film — the next thing I know, I’m writing a novel. I came back to LA and six weeks later, I had the whole first draft written.”

Feinberg adapted a scene from the novel, The Other Side of Now, for actress Nalini Sharma’s demo reel. In the novel, a rookie professional basketball player collapses on the court and lapses into a coma. While unconscious, he re-experiences his two previous past lives, one of which is as the son of a Native American Indian shaman. Since Sharma is of Eastern Indian descent, she was well-suited for the part of the young Native American woman in that scene.
A tip from Alison Fussell from IMAGE, a non-profit film organization in Atlanta, lead Feinberg to the perfect location for his spiritual film. The spot was a horse farm in Talking Rock, Georgia about two hours from Atlanta — and it was even on Native American land. 

Inspired by his location, Feinberg realized that, after hiring and transporting the crew, it wouldn’t cost any more to shoot for the entire day, instead of just the two hours planned for the demo reel scene.

“I said to Nalini, why not stretch it out and make a short out of it? We’ve got this great location. We’ve got the crew, and everybody’s going to be in Talking Rock anyway?” said Feinberg.
Sharma agreed to the project, and became executive producer of Seven Generations. The production consisted of a full, paid crew of filmmaking professionals.

There was one more gift in store for Feinberg on the day of the shoot.
“I wanted fog. I wanted to shoot the shaman on the mountain top in fog,” he says wistfully. The shaman was played by Randy Randolph, who happens to be Feinberg’s dad and a well-known Atlanta actor.
“We got there at sunrise and there was thick fog everywhere, on the lakes and the mountains. The DP said that the fog was too thick, but I said, shoot it anyway!” The film was shot in mini-DV using 35mm lens, to make it look like 35mm. The results are the beautiful, ethereal nature scenes, shrouded in fog that set the spiritual tone for Seven Generations.
Because of Feinberg’s pre-planning, the crew was quickly able to shoot scenes of woods, creeks, and Carter’s Lake overlooking the valley and the river — all the elements Feinberg needed for his spiritual film. “We shot the entire film in one day. And because we captured all that, we could edit it into a short film that’s now going to premiere at Cannes,” Feinberg proudly states.
Feinberg has a strong spiritual belief system and considers himself to be a spiritual filmmaker. He has two spiritual films premiering at Cannes in 2007: Seven Generations and Hearts and Souls. “They’re very similar in genre and style because they’re both about a young couple and an older figure helping them see life in a different way,” he says.

In his personal spiritual exploration, Feinberg completed a three-year mystical study program, as well as a two-and-a-half-year certification as a relationship coach. But he doesn’t consider himself “religious.” 

“Religion is not part of my theme,” he emphasizes. “I’m a big believer that religion divides people and spirituality brings people together. This is not a Christian film. It’s about how we must be conscious co-creators with spirit to create the future of our dreams, whatever your definition of spirit is.”

Feinberg feels that his years of experience in theater and film, and his experience as a relationship coach, enhance his ability as a director — his real ambition.
“Directing comes very naturally to me. Because I’ve been the actor, the writer, the producer, the editor, the grip, the grunt, the PA — so I knew what everybody is about. As a director, I’m not above anybody else and I know it’s a team sport.”
“I collaborate rather than dictate, which I find makes people much more responsive and much more creative. I know, as an actor, that if a director said, ‘I want you to sit on this line,’ I would sit on that line. But I’d wonder, why the hell am I sitting on this line?”
“One of my techniques is that, actors will be acting and I’ll say ‘Freeze… What are you feeling right now? What if you were feeling this?’ I have them hold that moment and direct them to the place where I want them to be emotionally. I guide them by asking questions as opposed to telling them where I want them to go. Actors are very sensitive creatures. I know from being an actor that a director can really enhance what you are doing — or not.” 

Feinberg plans to direct the feature film version of Seven Generations next, based on his novel, The Other Side of Now. “My intention now is to go to Cannes and use Seven Generations as a sales piece to parlay it into a feature film, or sell the novel, or both,” said Feinberg, jostling two cell phones ringing simultaneously. He’s already in demand.
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Kenneth Feinberg is a unique manifestation of spirituality, personal growth and artistic expression. In addition to directing, writing, producing and acting in award-winning films, hit television series and major theatre projects in Los Angeles, New York and Atlanta for the last 18 years, Feinberg completed a three-year mystical study program as well as a two-and-a-half-year certification as a relationship coach.

Feinberg can call upon a productive three-dimensional career that embodies directing, writing and performing, and he has a long list of credits that demonstrates the fortitude of his craft as he debuts two short films in Cannes this May 2007: SEVEN GENERATIONS and HEARTS AND SOULS, which he wrote and directed.

SEVEN GENERATIONS, adapted from his novel THE OTHER SIDE OF NOW, is a Native American Indian piece about a shaman who sees the future and takes action today to change it. HEARTS AND SOULS is a romantic and spiritual fable about a dying grandmother who passes on her wisdom to a young married couple. Previously, Feinberg directed the award-winning romantic comedy short, COMING CLEAN, and the internet hit trailer for WONDER WOMAN. 

As an actor, Feinberg is known to millions of television viewers around the world for his role as the Chaos Demon in the richly acclaimed BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER. He also played impressive characters on other hit series including ALIAS, CHARMED, STAR TREK'S ENTERPRISE and the popular network series, THE DISTRICT. 

Additionally, Feinberg directed theater for over 18 years in Los Angeles and Atlanta. Recently, he directed the hit play, A TRIBUTE TO SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE, at the Hollywood Fight Club in Los Angeles. He also directed world premiere new plays at the STELLA ADLER THEATRE in Hollywood and the LONG BEACH PLAYHOUSE.

As artistic director of the Atlanta theater company, New Leaf Productions, Feinberg is noted for adapting and directing the original musical stage version of WILLY WONKA AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY, now being considered for a Broadway run. He also directed the Atlanta premieres of major award-winning Broadway shows such as TALK RADIO and DEATH AND THE MAIDEN, as well as many original works including SCHAMPAGNE AND SHTICK, a gala toast to Vaudeville.

As a member of the prestigious HOLLYWOOD REPERTORY COMPANY in Los Angeles, Feinberg co-wrote and produced the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award-nominated play, REAL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHS, a drama about a family dealing with mental illness. Furthermore, Feinberg’s stage adaptation, PETER AND WENDY IN NEVERLAND, was published by Yale University Press. 

Feinberg currently serves as the Executive Director of the GEORGIA BIG PICTURE CONFERENCE, a nonprofit conference that helps educate students and newcomers about working in film and new media, and is owner of ATLANTIC STATION STUDIOS, where he teaches directing, writing and acting classes. He graduated from the University of Georgia with a degree in filmmaking, and studied photography and art history in Italy. He also participated in research of migrating gray whales.
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