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Format: 16MM
Length: 14 min.
Genres: Family, Drama, Educational, Romance, Nature, Avant-garde, Coming of Age, Independent, Magical Realism, Environmental, Art, Spiritual

Language: English

Production Company: Stella’s Chief

Synopsis
On the verge of divorce, Laura shows up unexpectedly at her husband's grandmother's house in the woods. Knowing something is wrong, Grandma gets her grandson to show up, creating tension. Even though Grandma is on her deathbed, she tries to get the young couple to see the bigger picture of life and love. She sends her grandson into the woods to find his wife and, hopefully, a little bit more about life.

Cast & Crew

	Filmmakers



	Directed by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	Written by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	
	Jill Gray (Co-Writer, 1st Project)

	Executive Produced by
	Kenneth Feinberg

	Produced by
	Linda Burns

	
	Drew Wilkens

	Director of Photography
	Jim McKinney

	First Assistant Director
	James D. Taylor

	First Assistant Camera
	Robert “Wege” Fiorillo

	
	Jeff Crumbly

	Second Assistant Camera
	Seth Fortin

	Associate Producer
	Stuart Delony

	Production Designer
	Sally Peterson

	Set Dressers
	Shaunan Wood

	
	Greg Waddle

	Script Supervisor
	Jill Rytie

	Editor
	Mark R. Pintar

	Title Designer
	Sherri Landeau

	Sound Mixer
	Michael Filosa

	Casting Director
	Connie Suhr

	Casting Assistants
	Teri Lamprey

	
	Ruby Brown

	Make-up Artist/Hair Stylist
	Tracie Stanley

	
	Nicole Sohn

	Gaffer
	John Halden

	Key Grips
	Billey Sherrill

	
	Louis Baily

	Grips
	Arron D. Halloway

	
	Scott McDonald

	Production Assistants
	Edward W. Davenport

	
	Teri Lamprey

	
	John Tronolone

	Unit Publicists
	Andie Silvers, Shelia Lucas

	Production Attorney
	Jay Lazega

	
	


	Cast



	Grandma Wolff
	Janell Mccloud 

	Scott Wolff
	Geordie White

	Laura Wolff
	Kathryn Hera Hayden


Music

“The Journey”

“Great Sky River”

“The Heart Way”

Produced by Joe Wolff and Burt Wolff

Written by Joe and Burt Wolff

Performed by Joe and Burt Wolff

Courtesy of Transitions Music

Incidental Music

Written by Joe and Burt Wolff

Performed by Joe and Burt Wolff

Courtesy of Transitions Music

Joshua L. Tarkan

Used with Permission

Stills
High-resolution still photos and captions available at www.7generationsfilm.com.

Production Notes
In 1999, Kenneth Feinberg returned from his first trip to Sundance, inspired to direct his first film. The University of Georgia graduate specifically wanted to direct a film to submit to Cannes. In fact, he told local newspapers in the area that that was his goal. 

His first film was Coming and Going (1999), shot in Covington, Georgia—in the same cabin where scenes from My Cousin Vinny (1992) were also filmed. But Coming and Going didn’t make it into Cannes.

“That original film was about 20 minutes long. I was too young of a filmmaker and it’s a very mature piece. I had a producer who said, you know you’ve already done it, it’s behind you, move on to the next one. But always in the back of my mind, I’d think, ‘Oh I’d like to cut this out, make it different.’” 
And that’s what Feinberg did earlier this year. He cut seven minutes out of the film, gave it a new title, and a new ending. Hearts and Souls is the reincarnated version of Coming and Going, a film that was destined for Cannes after all, it seems. Hearts and Souls premieres in May at the 2007 Cannes Short Film Corner.
“The main thing was, I thought the ending needed to be different,” says Feinberg. “It didn’t have the heartfelt impact I wanted. The original version ended with a joke, and so the ending didn’t make the heartfelt impact it was intended to make.”

Feinberg has a strong spiritual belief system and considers himself to be a spiritual filmmaker. He has two spiritual films premiering at Cannes in 2007: Seven Generations and Hearts and Souls. 

“They’re very similar in genre and style because they’re both about a young couple and an older figure helping them see life in a different way,” says Feinberg. “There’s an important aspect of life that often gets overlooked today, and that’s the part about giving back what you’ve learned.”
Feinberg shot Heart and Souls on 16mm film in the middle of winter, even though the majority of the script took place outside in summer. Linda Burns was the producer and Jim McKinney was the DP (both from Atlanta). 
“It was a very low budget film,” emphasizes Feinberg. “We only had enough money to pay for the actual 16mm film. But we had a full crew. Linda assembled this whole crew of professionals that worked for free.”

Like most low budget films, this one had it’s share of unexpected challenges, recalls Feinberg. 

“The very first day, we had a grip truck that got stuck in the mud about 300 yards from the cabin. So I walked out there, and there were all these people who had been invited by Linda to crew, and they had never met me before. I didn’t say anything to anybody. I looked at the situation, I looked at the truck, I picked up some gear, and I walked back to the cabin. It was pure instinct, just my personality. From that moment on, those guys unloaded that truck and they carried everything over to the cabin. We shot three hours late, but those guys busted their butts to help me make my film. At the end of the day, I bought them pizza and beer.”

And then there were the good weather omens, which seem to characterize Feinberg’s productions. (A lucky bank of fog was responsible for the ethereal tone in Seven Generations.) Producer Linda Burns made a prediction about the weather and Feinberg’s future as a film director.

“It was cold and raining, and this was supposed to be a love story that takes place in the woods. Linda said to me, ‘You know, if it’s raining on the day of the shoot, it’s God’s way of telling you that you shouldn’t be a director.’ 
Miraculously, on the first day of the two-day shoot, it stopped raining and the sun came out. DP Jim McKinney was ecstatic as he lit the interior cabin scenes with natural sunlight streaming through the windows, giving the appearance of a bright summer day outside. On day two, Feinberg’s lucky weather streak continued.

“It was still cold but it was sunny and we were shooting exteriors at the Cator Wofford Gardens on Ponce de Leon Ave. But we got over there and suddenly, the sun came out and it warmed up to 70 degrees. We shot every scene and wrapped early.”

The day after the wrap, the weather went right back to cold and rainy.

“So I said to Linda, ‘You know Linda, that’s God’s way of telling me I should be a director.’”
Feinberg describes Hearts and Souls as “a fable, like Little Red Riding Hood,” because the film takes place in a cabin in the woods and carries a deep message. The storyline for Hearts and Souls began in 1993, when Feinberg co-wrote a script with Jill Gray called Riding Hood (with whom he also co-wrote Real Life Photographs, nominated for the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award). Feinberg has acted and directed in theater for over 18 years in Los Angeles and Atlanta. 
“I adapted a little piece from Riding Hood, sort of a heightened dramatic point, to make a short,” said Feinberg, who wanted something he could shoot in two days. 
“I like this title, Hearts and Souls, much better than Coming and Going. It came from a line the grandma character says: ‘What I do with my life will remain in the hearts and souls of the people I’ve affected.’ Not so much who she is or what’s she’s done, but who she has affected.”
Feinberg has been on a personal spiritual exploration since he returned to Atlanta from Los Angeles in 2004, after years of working there in theater and television.

“When I came back, I was kind of lost. I was living at my parent’s house, didn’t have a job. I started doing odd jobs and teaching screenwriting at Nick Conti’s Professional Actor’s studio. Then I started studying the Kabbalah and training to be a relationship coach, going out to Austin every two months for the two-year relationship training. In retrospect, I would say those two things might have been the reason why I came back to Atlanta, because my spirituality, who I was, grew as a result of coming back. Instead of just being another guy in LA trying to get a break, I started getting some essence of who I was and what I was about.” 

Today, Feinberg is the owner of Atlantic Station Studios in Atlanta; a respected acting, writing, and directing teacher; an experienced actor and director in film and theater; premiering two short films at Cannes; and expecting his first child in September. 

“These shorts are meant to be a stepping-stone toward directing a feature. If you can do a short, you can do a feature. I’m going to the film market to create relationships with production companies and distributors, give them my DVD, tell them about the projects that I have, and see what kind of interest I can garner. That’s pretty much my plan.”
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Kenneth Feinberg is a unique manifestation of spirituality, personal growth, and artistic expression. In addition to directing, writing, producing and acting in award-winning films, hit television series and major theatre projects in Los Angeles, New York and Atlanta for the last 18 years, Feinberg completed a three-year mystical study program as well as a two-and-a-half-year certification as a relationship coach.

Feinberg can call upon a productive three-dimensional career that embodies directing, writing and performing, and he has a long list of credits that demonstrates the fortitude of his craft as he debuts two short films in Cannes this May 2007: SEVEN GENERATIONS and HEARTS AND SOULS, which he wrote and directed.

SEVEN GENERATIONS, adapted from his novel THE OTHER SIDE OF NOW, is a Native American Indian piece about a shaman who sees the future and takes action today to change it. HEARTS AND SOULS is a romantic and spiritual fable about a dying grandmother who passes on her wisdom to a young married couple. Previously, Feinberg directed the award-winning romantic comedy short, COMING CLEAN, and the internet hit trailer for WONDER WOMAN. 

As an actor, Feinberg is known to millions of television viewers around the world for his role as the Chaos Demon in the richly acclaimed BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER. He also played impressive characters on other hit series including ALIAS, CHARMED, STAR TREK'S ENTERPRISE, and the popular network series, THE DISTRICT. 

Additionally, Feinberg directed theater for over 18 years in Los Angeles and Atlanta. Recently, he directed the hit play, A TRIBUTE TO SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE, at the Hollywood Fight Club in Los Angeles. He also directed world premiere new plays at the STELLA ADLER THEATRE in Hollywood and the LONG BEACH PLAYHOUSE.

As artistic director of the Atlanta theater company, New Leaf Productions, Feinberg is noted for adapting and directing the original musical stage version of WILLY WONKA AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY, now being considered for a Broadway run. He also directed the Atlanta premieres of major award-winning Broadway shows such as TALK RADIO and DEATH AND THE MAIDEN, as well as many original works including SCHAMPAGNE AND SHTICK, a gala toast to Vaudeville.

As a member of the prestigious HOLLYWOOD REPERTORY COMPANY in Los Angeles, Feinberg co-wrote and produced the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award-nominated play, REAL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHS, a drama about a family dealing with mental illness. Furthermore, Feinberg’s stage adaptation, PETER AND WENDY IN NEVERLAND, was published by Yale University Press. 

Feinberg currently serves as the Executive Director of the GEORGIA BIG PICTURE CONFERENCE, a nonprofit conference that helps educate students and newcomers about working in film and new media, and is owner of ATLANTIC STATION STUDIOS, where he teaches directing, writing, and acting classes. He graduated from the University of Georgia with a degree in filmmaking, and studied photography and art history in Italy. He also participated in research of migrating gray whales.
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